Recording of birth weight in a primary health care setting in India.
The feasibility of recording birth weights in two community development blocks in rural areas was tested for general application of the procedure in a Primary Health Care setting. During the four year study period, the birth weights were recorded in 1,919 babies in one block and 1,596 in the other with a success rate of 98%. Although the incidence was 22% in block A and 34% in block B, the mean birth weights were statistically similar (p = greater than 0.05). The mean birth weights and the weight ranges recorded by research staff and PHC workers were comparable. The adoption of a simple, technically feasible, inexpensive, culturally acceptable technique which is suitable for local conditions is recommended. This should be accomplished in a step-wise manner.